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MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It 
is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date, OR more than three months after the date of entry of the national stage of 
a PCT application, AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, 
whichever occurs first, but before the mailing date of a Final Office Action or Notice of 
Allowance (37 CFR 1 .97(c)). 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 



Application No.: 10/661,587 



Docket No.: TOP-322 



I hereby certify, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1), that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Attached is a copy of one (1) Japanese Patent Office Action and one (1) 
Japanese reference cited therein as JP-A-2002-297309. An English translation of the 
Office Action is provided. Any relevancy of the reference can be gleaned from an abstract 
translation of the non-English language reference enclosed. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(H), Applicant has not submitted copies of 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent applications. Applicant submits herewith a copies of foreign 
patents and non-patent literature in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2). 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, 
asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter 
filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 18-0002, under Order No. 
TOP-322. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted 




January 3. 2007 
Date 



Alun L. Palmer - Reg. No. 47,838 
RABIN & BERDO, PC - Cust. No. 23995 
Facsimile: 202-408-0924 
Telephone: 202-371-8976 
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Cite 
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Publication Date 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 
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Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



BA* 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 -Number-Kind Code* (if known) 



JP-2002-297309 



Publication 
Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 



10-11-2002 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 
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Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 
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considered. Include copy of this form wrth next commun.cat.on to JPP**J 2525: 2£!f in fSSt ^aoolication relied upon in this application for an earlier 
to the Cite No. are not supplied because they were prev.ousryc.ted by or submitte to ^ Office in a\ ^ Documents at www.usoto.oov 

o^umeTunXwPO Standard ST.16 * possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check ma* here if Enghsh language TranslaUon .s attached. 



j NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 1 


" Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropnateMit e ol u ie item (Uook, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, aty 

and/or country where published. * . — 
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•EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not (Station is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicants unique dtation designation number (optional). 'Applicant is to place a check mark here it English language Translation is attached. 
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